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Overview  
 
Jefferson MRC supports active stewardship of East Jefferson County’s marine resources by  
implementing an ongoing education and community outreach program with the intention 
of reaching multiple audiences through a diversity of strategies. This includes producing 
educational workshops, engaging the public in hands-on marine stewardship projects, and 
fostering public appreciation of the marine resources of the Salish Sea. We work with many 
partners to conceptualize, advertise, carry out, and find support for these efforts. 
 
Project Leads: Brenda Johnson, Betsy Carlson (Wooden Boat Festival), Sarah Fisken (other 
events), Roy Clark (Crabbing 101)  
Other Subcommittee Members: Frank Handler, Janette Mestre, Emily Buckner 

 

Project Goals 
 
The goals of our education and outreach project were to: 
 

• increase community understanding and appreciation of Salish Sea species, 
habitats, and ecological processes  

 

• make the public aware of emerging issues that may impact marine resources  
 

• inspire everyone to engage in marine stewardship to protect and restore our 
nearshore and marine ecosystems.  

 

 

Education and Outreach Activities  
 
In 2025, Jefferson MRC planned, hosted, co-sponsored, moderated, and/or staffed the 
following events: 
  

• Searching for Seaweed field course in partnership with Washington Dept. of Fish & 
Wildlife (Nam Siu, presenter). Focused on sustainable recreational harvest of 
seaweeds. MRC sent out announcements. See Table 1 and Appendix B for field 
course specifics and followup.  
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Photo: Nam Siu holds up a seaweed blade for identification at the Searching for 
Seaweed workshop. – 4/4/25, Point Hudson, WA  

Photo Credit: Katie Kowal 
 
 
 

• Digging for Dinner field course in partnership with Washington Dept. of Fish & 
Wildlife (Camille Speck and team, presenters) and Jeffferson County Environmental 
Public Health (Brad Stone, presenter). Focused on safe and responsible 
recreational harvest of shellfish. MRC sent out announcements. See Table 1 and 
Appendix C for field course specifics and followup. 

 
• Crabbing 101 (also known as Catch More Crab!), a best practices workshop 

focused on recreational harvesting of Dungeness Crab, in partnership with NW 
Straits Foundation (Jason Morgan, presenter), Washington Dept. of Fish & Wildlife 
(Daniel Sund, presenter), and Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe (Liz Tobin, presenter). See 
Table 1 and Appendix E for field course specifics and followup. The MRC sent out 
announcements. The workshop information is also permanently featured on the 
NW Straits Foundation website (https://nwstraitsfoundation.org/derelict-
gear/catch-more-crab/), where interest groups can request scheduling these free 
workshops. 

https://nwstraitsfoundation.org/derelict-gear/catch-more-crab/
https://nwstraitsfoundation.org/derelict-gear/catch-more-crab/
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Photo: Troy McKelvey (JCMRC 
member) demonstrates how to 
properly assemble a crab pot. 
 – 6/25/25, Port Hadlock, WA  
Photo Credit: Katie Kowal 
 

Photo: Roy Clark 
(JCMRC member) 
welcome participants 
to Crabbing 101. 
 – 6/25/25, Port 
Hadlock, WA  
Photo Credit: Katie 
Kowal 
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• Seaweed Pressing Workshop was held on August 8th. 12 attendees met in the WSU 

Classroom to hear a lecture on seaweed anatomy, ecology, and regional kelp and 
eelgrass work. Participants then watched a seaweed pressing demo and created 
their own pressings. The MRC sent out announcements. See Table 1 and Appendix F 
for field course specifics and followup. 

 

 
 

 

Photo: Participants at the 
Seaweed Pressing Workshop 
tear strips of kelp to prep an 
edible snack cooked during the 
workshop, while the instructor 
reviews background information 
on kelp.  
– 8/8/25, Port Hadlock, WA  
Photo Credit: Katie Kowal 

Photo: Participants at the 
Seaweed Pressing Workshop 
bring their artwork to be 
assembled between cardboard  
layers in the press. After 3-4 
weeks in the press,  the artwork 
will be dry and ready to frame. 
– 8/8/25, Port Hadlock, WA  
Photo Credit: Katie Kowal 
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• Marine Science and Stewardship Stage at Wooden Boat Festival, a popular 3-day 

event, in partnership with Northwest Maritime Center and Port Townsend Marine 
Science Center. Featured 19 science-based presentations, including hands-on 
plankton viewing at 6 microscope stations. See Table 1 for outputs. Appendix G 
contains a one-page handout with photos that was presented by Project Lead Betsy 
Carlson at the 2025 NW Straits Conference. Appendix G also includes feedback 
from attendees. A promotional video featuring Jefferson MRC projects was created 
to show in between speakers, and to be used at future tabling events. The video can 
be seen here:  https://vimeo.com/1133576790/58a4b150bf?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci 

 

 

 
 

 

Photo: The Marine 
Science and 
Stewardship Stage 
saw 1404 visitors in 
2025 during the 3-day 
Wooden Boat Festival. 
The Stage was first 
held in 2024, and was 
such a success that 
we doubled the tent 
size in 2025.   
– 9/5/25, Port 
Townsend, WA  
Photo Credit: Betsy 
Carlson  
 

Photo: The Marine Science and 
Stewardship stage not only allowed for 

the public to learn about marine 
science, but created a space for them 

to talk with presenters during and after 
the talks. We were excited to see that 

many times over the 3-day event 
discussion circles would form, as with 

Emily Buckner (MRC, PSRF), left, before 
the group heads to the water to collect 

a plankton sample. 
– 9/5/25, Port Townsend, WA  

Photo Credit: Betsy Carlson 
 

https://vimeo.com/1133576790/58a4b150bf?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
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• Outreach tents at three community festivals (Connectivity Fair, Shrimpfest and 
Wooden Boat Festival) to introduce attendees to the purpose and activities of 
Jefferson MRC and the function and great value of our marine resources. Our MRC 
registered months in advance and for the latter two events paid vendor fees to 
reserve space at these events. See Table 1 for outputs, and Appendix A, D and G 
respectively for direct contact tally sheets.  

 

 

Photo: Members of the 
public search for 
zooplankton under the 
microscope.  
– 9/5/25, Port Townsend, WA  
Photo Credit: Betsy Carlson  
 

Photo: Frank 
Handler (MRC 
Member) ready 
to table at the 
Connectivity Fair 
at Chimacum 
High School.  
– 3/8/25, 
Chimacum, WA  
Photo Credit: 
Emily Buckner  
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Photo: MRC Member Jeff Taylor staffing the outreach tent with typical education and outreach 
materials at Shrimpfest.  – 6/21/25, Brinnon, WA  
Photo Credit: Brenda Johnson  
 
 

Photo: Gordon 
King (MRC 
Member) talks 
with visitors to 
the MRC table at 
Wooden Boat 
Festival.  
– 9/5/25, Port 
Townsend, WA  
Photo Credit: 
Betsy Carlson  
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• Shore Friendly Program community beach walks and/or technical site 
assessments in conjunction with NW Straits Foundation. Focused on helping 
individual waterfront landowners manage their specific property in a way that 
minimizes erosion, improves nearshore habitat, and is resilient to climate change. 
The Shore Friendly Program invites anyone to request multii-landowner beach walks 
and site visits online at  https://nwstraitsfoundation.org/shore-friendly/. See Table 1 
below for 2025 dates, locations, group size, and volunteer staffing, and Appendix H.  

  

 
 

Photo: For the 2025 MRC table at Wooden Boat Festival, the E+O subcommittee decided to 
include more tactile objects (crab pot, sand shell excavation pit) to encourage public 
engagement. – 9/7/25, Port Townsend, WA  
Photo Credit: Katie Kowal  
 

https://nwstraitsfoundation.org/shore-friendly/
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• Shoreline Landowner Workshop co-sponsored with Shore Friendly Program of NW 
Straits Foundation (Lisa Kaufman, presenter) and Peninsula Environmental Group 
(John Bornsworth, presenter). Focused on helping waterfront landowners 
understand shoreline processes in order to manage their property in a way that 
minimizes erosion, improves nearshore habitat, and is resilient to climate change. A 
flyer announcing this event (see Appendix E ) was posted at a number of locations 
and the Shore Friendly Program announced it on their online calendar 
(https://nwstraitsfoundation.org/event/shore-friendly-landowner-workshop-
jefferson-county/). This 2-hour workshop was held at the Jefferson County Library in 
Port Hadlock. It attracted a number of repeat participants. 

 

 

• Educational Advertising and a Radio spot rounded out the MRC’s outreach for 
2025. Two No-Anchor Zone advertisements were placed in Working Waterfront, a 
local magazine aimed at boaters, with the goal of raising awareness of the presence 
and purpose of NAZ buoys. Ads can be seen in Appendix I. Two MRC members also 
appeared alongside a county commissioner on the ‘County Connections’ program 
on KPTZ radio. They discussed current MRC projects and marine resources within 
the county. The radio episode can be heard here: 
https://kptz.org/2025/09/19/county-connections-97/ 

Photo: The Shore 
Friendly Program 
community beach 
walk on 
Marrowstone 
Island. 
– 4/16/25, Port 
Townsend, WA  
Photo Credit: 
Brenda Johnson  
 

https://nwstraitsfoundation.org/event/shore-friendly-landowner-workshop-jefferson-county/
https://nwstraitsfoundation.org/event/shore-friendly-landowner-workshop-jefferson-county/
https://kptz.org/2025/09/19/county-connections-97/
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Table 1. Jefferson MRC Education and Outreach Activities in 2025  

 
Event 
 

Date(s) 
 

Location(s) 
 

# Participants/ 
Contacts Made 

# Volunteers 
Required 

Connectivity Fair March 8 Chimacum 49 2 

Searching for Seaweed April 4 Point Hudson near 
Port Townsend 

17 2 

Digging for Dinner  May 18 Quilcene 
Tidelands 

33 5 

Shrimpfest Outreach Tent June 21 Brinnon 168 6+ 

Crabbing 101  June 25 Port Hadlock, 
WSU Ext 

16 4 

Seaweed Pressing Workshop August 8 Port Hadlock, 
WSU Ext 

14 1 

Wooden Boat Festival Marine 
Science and Stewardship 
Stage 

Sept 5-7 Point Hudson near 
Port Townsend 

1,404 7+ per day 

Wooden Boat Festival 
Outreach Tent 

Sept 5-7 Point Hudson 285 6+ per day 

KPTZ Radio – County 
Connections Program 

Sep 19 County-wide Unknown 3 

Shoreline Landowner 
community beach 
assessments and/or site 
visits  

Feb 6 
March 17 
April 3 
April 16 
Oct 30 

Port Ludlow  
Port Ludlow 
Port Ludlow 
Nordland  
Quilcene 

4 
4 
4 
4  
3 

3 

Shoreline Landowner 
Workshop  

Dec 8 Port Hadlock 35 (estimate) 1 

 
 
Outputs 
 
A total of 300 volunteer hours were contributed by 15 MRC members towards organizing 
and hosting education and outreach events in 2025. This year, the MRC made 2,040 direct 
contacts with the the public as part of its education and outreach project. 
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Lessons Learned 
Many community members attend our field courses and workshops multiple times over a 
number of years. They enjoy re-learning about marine resources and being presented new 
state-of-the-art best practices. Additionally, by taking a field course again, they can brush 
up on the best available science. Repeat participants often bring friends and family and the  
educated community grows as a result. 
 
If we had more manpower and other resources we could probably fill our field courses 
several times over every year and also attract more participants to our indoor workshops. 
We keep a Waiting List for each event and distribute announcements of future event dates, 
in hopes that those who had been turned away will sign up again. 
  
The 2025 Wooden Boat Festival Marine Science and Stewardship Stage drew more than 
1400 visitors, and we could have hosted more in our tent if we had had more seating. On 
some days, the size of the tent was barely adequate, as the sometimes-inclement weather 
forced the audience under shelter, crowding the already tightly-packed seating. As was 
mentioned by at least one attendee who provided feedback, viewing of the presentations 
could be enhanced by elevating the projector screen on a stage or something similar. 
 

Next Steps  
 

Jefferson MRC hopes to offer more opportunities for community education in the coming 
year, as we believe we could in theory connect with many more members of the public 
than we currently do as evidenced by the need for waiting lists. Especially popular are the 
field courses on best harvesting practices for seaweed, clams and oysters, and Dungeness 
crab. The appetite for educational marine science lectures also appears to be substantial 
and we will take this under consideration when planning the presentations at next year’s 
Wooden Boat Festival Stage. This underscores the value of the MRC providing additional 
lectures throughout the year, perhaps in a regularly scheduled series. 
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Appendix A – Connectivity Fair 
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Appendix B – Searching for Seaweed 
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Appendix C – Digging for Dinner 
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[The following information was provided by WDFW to participants of the Digging for Dinner 
field course:] 
 
Here are some great resources to keep handy: 
·       When planning your next clam or oyster harvest, remember that the WA shellfish safety 
map (and WDFW season finder) is your best resource for up-to-date water quality 
information and clam and oyster harvesting 
closures: https://fortress.wa.gov/doh/biotoxin/biotoxin.html or www.doh.wa.gov/shellfish
safety. 
·       To search for other WDFW Puget Sound clam, mussel and oyster harvesting beaches, 
go to: https://wdfw.wa.gov/places-to-go/shellfish-beaches, including the 2025 Puget 
Sound clam, mussel, and oyster season guide and 2025 best clam and oyster harvest 
tides chart.  
·       This blog includes great information on where and how to harvest clams, 
recommended gear, and other tips. 
·       Here is a digital version of that handy clam identification guide (the laminated print you 
received on site). You may also be interested in this WA Sea Grant document which has 
information on safe shellfish harvesting and includes some excellent line drawings for ID 
purposes. 
·       Here are tips for processing, storing and cooking your harvested clams and oysters. 
·       WSU Extension Shore Stewards video about recreational shellfish harvesting (10-
minute video by your instructors): https://shorestewards.cw.wsu.edu/videos/recreational-
shellfish-harvesting-10-min/. 

https://fortress.wa.gov/doh/biotoxin/biotoxin.html
http://www.doh.wa.gov/shellfishsafety
http://www.doh.wa.gov/shellfishsafety
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__wdfw.wa.gov_places-2Dto-2Dgo_shellfish-2Dbeaches&d=DwMGaQ&c=C3yme8gMkxg_ihJNXS06ZyWk4EJm8LdrrvxQb-Je7sw&r=SKPlR1_N3ZIh373yN-7Ex8ah68AdqzJO0aZoYjIQYBM&m=_Rxg8uefpwAmwSx-C93BYAjo-NAvTtFb9XI3kYZA0bw&s=RqJquxTRYjEoIln8f8FuaB-jr-nFKDd-pIRx_jo7lrM&e=
https://wdfw.wa.gov/sites/default/files/fishing/shellfishing/WDFWAnnualBeachSeasonsBarChart.pdf
https://wdfw.wa.gov/sites/default/files/fishing/shellfishing/WDFWAnnualBeachSeasonsBarChart.pdf
https://wdfw.wa.gov/sites/default/files/fishing/shellfishing/WDFWBestClamOysterHarvestTides.pdf
https://wdfw.wa.gov/sites/default/files/fishing/shellfishing/WDFWBestClamOysterHarvestTides.pdf
https://wdfw.medium.com/clamming-on-washingtons-beaches-is-fun-for-everyone-and-a-year-round-affair-98320ed0f125
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/Pubs/332-087.pdf
https://wsg.washington.edu/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Gathering-Safe-Shellfish-in-Washington.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BsNdekW6qo2Y3sdkQgMIhcWBXw7mnt0m/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-CV-y3nb8CO3MWmxAAgIrThpGWka0_sG/view?usp=share_link
https://shorestewards.cw.wsu.edu/videos/recreational-shellfish-harvesting-10-min/
https://shorestewards.cw.wsu.edu/videos/recreational-shellfish-harvesting-10-min/
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Appendix D – Shrimpfest 
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Appendix E – Crabbing 101 
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Appendix F – Seaweed Pressing Workshop 
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Appendix G – Wooden Boat Festival Tabling Booth and Stage 
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Science Stage Attendee Feedback 2025 
(comments were typed by Project Lead Betsy Carlson based on hand written comments by visitor) 
 

Presentation Friday 9/5 

What is in the water, 
Red Tide, Pinto 
abalone 

Awesome, it would be easy to spend all day here 

Derelict Vessel, 
abalone, harbor 
porpoise 

Marine Science Education is essential to this event. We appreciate 
all these presentations. Thanx! 

Pinto Abalone Excellent presentation and thoughtful questions. Speakers were 
well versed! 

Pinto abalone Amazing! Great topic and fantastic presentation! 

Pinto abalone Terrific presentation -  full of good information and easy to 
understand.  

Pinto abalone Extremely important info and inspiration! This is the perfect venue 
for spreading the word on important Salish topics! 

Abalone Excellent & informative - more please 

Abalone Wonderful presentation. Both speakers so knowledgable. Learned 
a lot about this topic and conservation. Hope they come back next 
year.  

Puffins, Porpoise *****  

Porpoise excellent! 

Puffins Very interesting - well presented! 

Porpoise My favorite - humor and science. Win/win! 

Puffins, Porpoise Both presentations very good! 

Puffins, Porpoise Fantastic presentations - more of this please and longer talks 

Puffins, Porpoise Very interesting! Excellent! 

Abalone, Puffins, 
Porpoise 

Excellent presentations. Time well spent. Great for those who don’t 
have boats. Coming back for more tomorrow. Thank You Great use 
of space. Glad you were near kids area too!  

Porpoises Very humorous presenter. Highly enjoyable and informative 
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Derelict vessels, 
porpoises 

[DVs] Really interesting and informative - GREAT SPEAKER !! I 
missed puffins because YOU NEED AN EVEN BIGGER tent!!! :-
)  [Porpoises] Wow, amazing speaker, fascinating topic, great 
photos.  

Puffins, porpoises Wonderful presentation. I learned a lot! 

Pintos, puffins, 
porpoises 

3 very well developed presentations. I’m a return visitor to this 
stage from last year, glad you’re here.  

Puffins and porpoises Both excellent! 

Puffins and porpoises Excellent speakers. Place screen higher and forward (½ visible 
from even ½ back). Need bigger stage 

Puffins and Porpoise Excellent!!!! 

Presentations  Saturday 9/6 

Whales Excellent 

Whales Very Good! 

9/6 Please consider repeating the question so audience understands 
the answer 

Oysters, Beaches Very informative learned a lot 

Oly Oysters and Salish 
Beaches 

So helpful in outreach and connections to local efforts and 
organizations! 

9/5 and 6 All were excellent 

9/6 Erosion and Splash What is it Both Excellent!! 

9/6 Fabulous! 

Presentations  Sunday 9/7 

9/7 I am really enjoying the entire marine science track! I have learned 
so much! All of the speakers have been so knowledgeable, 
passionate, and great communicators!  

9/7 I enjoyed looking at the wooden boats but I decided to come to this 
festival when I saw the line up of marine science lectures. Totally 
worth it! Excellent! 

9/7 Lower Elwha Excellent talks - I learned a lot & enjoyed 5 talkies. A possible talk 
for a future year could be on murrelets. Also more about the Elwha 
River as time goes on. 
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Appendix H – Shore Friendly Workshop 
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Appendix I – No-Anchor Zone advertisements 
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